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THE CONTEXT

Cape Town: 2018 drought

Government response 
and civil action 

Long term resilience 
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“Finally, what the report, the narratives, and the engagement workshop have 

all shown is that the City of Cape Town needs to prepare in earnest for a drier 

warmer future over the next decades.  While there remains uncertainty in the 

climate science, the evidence for drying and warming is strong and planning 

that ignores this evidence is at significant risk of vulnerability to a changing 

climate.  There is now sufficient science evidence to motivate for serious 

consideration of climate adaptation planning and implementation in the city.” 

- 2016
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The Guardian
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Managing 
demand

Governmental restriction levels

Communication campaigns

Pressure reduction

Household flow regulators

Punitive tariffs

Adaptation and water smart city

Agriculture water restrictions (60%)
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• Collaboration and engagement across all sectors of 

society

✓ The solution was not technical/engineering

✓ Citizens and private/agriculture “saved the day”

✓ Engagement (eventually) with research

✓ Communication, communication, communication



Timelines
Past events

Current

Near future

Long term future
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In Summary 

We need to embrace and work with complexity 
We must include a broad variety of knowledge 

We need to connect
• Global and local
• Past and future
• Systemic approach

Transformative change is a process 
(not a project)
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