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Introduction:

On 23 en 24 August an international congress on  European cities in transition in the context of water and environmental 
planning takes place. It is organized by the Royal Dutch Waternetwork (the Dutch Water Association) together with NIROV (the 
Dutch Association on Environmental Planning). This very promising and interesting congress takes place in Amsterdam during 
the famous international event Sail 2010. 

Welcome by the conference  
president

Dear participants,
A warm welcome to the conference 
on cities of the future organized bij the 
Royal Netherlands Waternetwork. An 
unique combination with Sail 2010.
During the climate conference in 
Copenhagen it became quite clear 
that cities can make the difference. 
Especially cities which are closely 
connected to watersystems. During the conference we will 
present you the latest developments and experiences of a 
number of very interesting cities. 
I hope that you will have an interesting conference and a 
nice stay in Amsterdam.

Roelof Kruize
Conference President, CEO Waternet

Registration

(via www.moorga.com)

The conference fee covers attendance at the conference 
sessions, conference documentation, conference dinner 
on Thursday evening August 23, morning and afternoon 
coffee/teas and lunch. 

Categories:
Waternetwork/ Nirov	 € 325,-
Non member	 € 525,-
Student	 € 100,-
Excursion A member	 €   75,-
Excursion A non member	 € 125,-

The digital registration form is available at:
www.moorga.com .
After we have received your registration we will send you 
an invoice with the information how to pay the fee. All 
remittances should be made in Euro’s. Above prices are 
inclusive of the prevailing Goods & Services TAX  
(as a guide to delegates the current exchange rate of € 1,- 
= US $ 1,25). The organising committee of the conference 
will confirm registrations after receipt of the payment.  

Scope of the conference

Themes:
•	 Redevelopment: combination of challenges like the Swedish
•	 Growth and decline in Europe: impact on water quality and 

-quantity
•	 Waterinfrastructure: sustainability according to London
•	 Sustainable energy and water, the  Scandinavian way
•	 Urban flood design: German solutions
•	 Heat stress: not only a Spanish problem

Hotel reservations
For hotel reservation please visit www.moorga.com and select 
your conference. You can find all information and bookings 
of the different hotels in Amsterdam. On the website the 
organising committee made a selection of 4 hotels near the 
conference venue,  so all delegates can stay in vicinity.

General Information
Conference venue - The conference will take place at Waternet, 
Korte Ouderkerkerdijk 7, 1096 AC Amsterdam, the Nether-
lands. 

Transport  -Transport from Amsterdam Schiphol Airport to Wa-
ternet: by train directly from the airport to Amsterdam Central 
station; every 15 minutes (transfer time 10 minutes). From 
Central station to trainstation ‘Amstel’ from here it’s a 7 minute 
walk, of course also taxi’s are available at the Central station.

Visa - Delegates should check if they require visa for entry to 
the Netherlands. If any delegate experiences difficulty obtain-
ing a visa please contact the secretariat.

Climate - The Netherlands have a maritime climate. In August 
the average daily temperature is 20 degrees Celsius and gener-
ally mild. 

Conference language - The conference language is English. 
There will be no translation facilities.

Insurance - Participants are advised to check whether they are 
insured during their stay in the Netherlands. Although good 
care will be taken of the participants, the organisers cannot be 
held responsible for any loss, damage or personal harm.

Accompanying persons
Through the hotels a variety of touristic tours in Amsterdam 
and the surrounding cities are organised every day. 
Accompanying persons are welcome to attend the conference 
dinner on Monday 23 August 19.00 hrs – 22.00 hrs. The fee 
for accompanying persons is € 150,-. Please mention this 
option on your registration form.
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Programme
Monday 23-08-2010

08.45 - 09.15 Registration

09.15 - 09.20 Welcome by Roelof Kruize (chair Royal Dutch Waternetwork) and  
Christine Oude Veldhuis (CEO Nirov/ Dutch ass. on Environmental Planning)

09.20 - 09.40 Roelof Kruize (chair, CEO Waternet Amsterdam region)  
Waterchallenges in Amsterdam: climate proofing, urban transition and 
sustainability

09.40 - 10.00 Renske Peters (Director Water, Ministry of Transport, Public Works and 
Watermanagement) Financing Waterchallenges of the future.

10.00 - 11.00 Climate proofing: examples of flood an heat resistent urban design

Erik Pasche (Hamburg Hafencity, Germany) 
Flood proof urban design 
Dutch referent: Chris Zevenbergen (Dura Vermeer, NL)

Baldiri Salcedo Rahola (TU Delft, NL) 
Heat and drougth resistent urban design in Spain. 
Dutch referent: Govert Verhoeven (Deltares, NL)

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break
11.30 - 12.30 Urban growth, redevelopment and decline: impact on waterchallenges

Martin Skillbäck (Stockholm, Sweden) 
Redevelopment of a watercity 
Dutch referent: Ine van der Hurk (Tiel, NL)

Nobuyuki Tsuchiya (Edogawa City, japan) 
Integration of water safety and urban land use in high density urban areas: 
‘Superlevee Tokyo-Endogawa’ 
Dutch referent: Christine Oude Veldhuis (Nirov, NL)

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch break
13.30 - 14.30 To a sustainable city: opportunities with energy and reuse in the watercycle

Lykke Leonardsen, Head of Strategy and Authority  
(City of Copenhagen, Denmark) 
Sustainable energy and water the Scandinavian way 
Dutch referent: Renée Hoogendoorn (The Hague, NL)

To be confirmed (London, England) 
Sustainable water infrastructure 
Dutch referent: Marijn Kunst (Grontmij, NL)

14.30 - 14.45 Introduction to workshops
14.45 - 15.00 Tea break
15.00 - 17.00 Parallel workshops: 

–	 Urban flood design in Dordrecht and Rotterdam:  
Chris Zevenbergen (Dura Vermeer/ Unesco-IHE, NL)

–	 Coping with urban heat island effects in Rotterdam:  
Govert Verhoeven (Deltares, NL)

–	 Serious gaming about water (Tiel):  
Ine van der Hurk (Tiel, NL) & Arthur Tolsma (Tygron, NL)

–	 Discussion about the impact of population decline on water 
challenges in urban areas:  
Gijs Hoofs (Nirov, NL)

–	 Energy transition (The Hague):  
Renée Hoogendoorn (The Hague, NL)

–	 Decentralized sanitation:  
Marijn Kunst (Grontmij, NL)

–	 Integrated waterchallenges of a deep urbanized polder (Amsterdam):  
Maarten Claassen (Waternet Amsterdam, NL)

17.00 - 18.30 Most promising initiative, drink
18.30 - 19.00 Transport to the dinner location
19.00 - 22.00 Congress dinner 

Tuesday 24-08-2010

Excursion A Fieldtrip in the Amsterdam metropolitan region by bus and boat: 
Amsterdam, Almere, Heerhugowaard 

Excursion B Design workshop about water and climate challenges in a dynamic urban area 
(Watergraafsmeer, Amsterdam). Full day with an interactive process ‘research  
by design’: local stakeholders, professional designer(s) and experts. The number 
of participants of this workshop is limited. Congress guests who want to 
join this workshop are kindly requested to send an e-mail to  
watergraafsmeer@waternet.nl and will receive a confirmation. 

Day of the Deltas

On August 20th the Province of Noord-Holland 
will organize the international waterconference 
‘Day of the Deltas’ in Amsterdam. To connect 
both conferences, Waternetwork and the 
Province of Noord-Holland will organize a joint 
dinner on Saturday August 21. You are warmly 
invited to join this dinner. 
More information: www.waternetwerk.nl or
 www.noord-holland.nl. If you like to join the 
dinner please send an email to info@moorga.
com.

Surprising Amsterdam 
during Sail 2010

From 19 August – 23 August 2010 the 8th 
edition of SAIL takes place: the largest, freely 
accessible public event in the Netherlands. For 
five days the Amsterdam harbor is the setting 
for a lively program of music, culture and no 
less than 600 ships. Besides the impressive 
Tall Ships from around the world and many 
classic ships from the nautical past of the 
Netherlands, there are also modern vessels, 
naval ships and replicas to admire at SAIL.
Amsterdam is the largest and capital city 
of the Netherlands, situated among the 
river Amstel. The heart of the old city has 
beaten since 1275, but three centuries went 
by before the citizens of Amsterdam could 
claim to be the most prosperous of Europe. 
During the 17th century, the Golden Age, 
the famous canal system was dug around the 
mediaeval city walls. Among the banks of 
the three main canals, merchants built richly 
decorated houses to flaunt their wealth.
More than 7,000 historical houses and 
buildings have been converted. By now, 
this creates a fascinating contrast between 
the old and the new. Within this modern 
cosmopolitan centre you will find the Royal 
Palace on the Dam, the West Tower and 
many old churches. Amsterdam is often called 
the gateway to Europe, not only because it 
is an important commercial and industrial 
centre at the border of the North Sea, but 
also because of its rich social and cultural life. 
Amsterdam is a melting pot of nationalities.

Things to do and see in Amsterdam:
A canal trip is the best way to see the most 
characteristic parts of Amsterdam. In August 
the canals are illuminated with thousands of 
lights. In the Vincent van Gogh museum, the 
Historic museum or the Municipal museum 
you will find a great collection of classic and 
modern art. The house where Rembrandt 
lived and worked is open to visitors.  



Organizing Committee
Roelof Kruize Waternet, the Netherlands

Gerard Blom Rijkswaterstaat - Waterdienst, the Netherlands

Martien den Blanken PWN, the Netherlands

Peter de Jong Witteveen + Bos, the Netherlands

Christine Oude Veldhuis Nirov, the Netherlands

Programme Committee:
Paulien Hartog Waternet, the Netherlands

Monique Bekkenutte Waternetwork, the Netherlands

Enrico Moens Grontmij, the Netherlands

Corne Nijburg CURNET/Living with water, the Netherlands

Rutger de Graaf Deltasync, the Netherlands

Fleur Hol Nirov, the Netherlands

Conference Dinner

The conference dinner will take place in the West-Indisch 
Huys. This beautifully restored 17th century building 
reverberates with the atmosphere and style of what was, 
viewed from a Dutch perspective of world history, the 
Golden Century. It was here that the ‘Heeren Negentien’, 
the masters of the Dutch West India Trading Company, 
planned events that were to have lasting effects in what 
were then far-flung corners of the earth.
The West-Indisch Huys was built by the Amsterdam City 
Council in 1617 as meat-market, with rooms above for the 
city militia. Just four years later, the West India Company 
was formed and, after two years in other offices, moved to 
the building that bears its name to this day. In fact, from 
the courtyard, the building looks very much the same as 
it did in 1623: only the windows have changed, which 
happened in the 18th century.

The company occupied the building until 1647 when, at 
the end of the Eighty Years War with the Spain, it suffered 
serious financial problems and was forced to move to its 
warehouse. But in those short 24 years a great deal of 
history had been written by the Heeren Negentien in the 
rooms of the West-Indisch Huys.
Ostensibly established as a trading company, the West India 
Company did, in fact, trade - in South America, in North 
America, in the Caribbean and on the west coast of Africa. 

Its main operations, however, were directed at stemming 
the flow of wealth from America that Spain needed to 
finance her war against the Dutch. In a period of just 15 
years, the West India Company was responsible for the 
capture or destruction of almost 550 Spanish ships. Some 
of the loot was stored in the vaulted cellars under the very 
room in which the Heeren Negenteen gathered.

In 1621, the Company had taken over control of the 
Hudson Valley, in North America, discovered by the 
Englishman Henry Hudson under commision to the earlier 
Dutch East India Company. In the boardroom of the West-
Indisch Huys on April 25, 1625, two directors of the West 
India Company took a decision that was to result in the 
birth of New York: they commissioned William Van Hulst 
and Crijn Frederikszoon to build Fort Amsterdam to defend 
the settlement of New Amsterdam. The site of the fort? 
Manhattan Island.

The West-Indisch Huys has gone through a variety of 
fortunes and misfortunes since 1647. For almost 200 
years it was Amsterdam’s official guest-house for visiting 
dignitaries, before becoming an orphanage and retirement 
home and later the base for a textile firm. A fire in 1975 
ended that firm’s occupancy, and from 1977 to 1981 the 
building was transformed to its original character. Today, 
the West-Indisch Huys is a vibrant reminder of the ‘golden 
days’ of Dutch influence more than three centuries ago.
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All information can be obtained from:

Conference secretariat 
Buerweg 51
1861 CH Bergen
The Netherlands
T	 +31.72.5899062
E	 watercities@moorga.com
I	 www.moorga.com (latest news and registration)


